Where is AZLOM?

And, why is an airplane there?

Airplanes conduct instrument approaches under actual and simulated instrument conditions.  These instrument approaches are usually flown straight-in to the runway.

This chart shows the instrument fixes for airports in the local area where instrument approaches are conducted.  Be alert for airplanes reporting these fix names, so that you know approximately where that airplane is located, and when it might pose a conflict and potential mid-air collision danger for YOU!

For cross-country planning, you can go to www.airnav.com and download any instrument approaches for your destination airport.  Look at the profile view to see the fix names and their distances from runways for the associated instrument approaches.

With the anticipated closure of the Easton Tower, awareness of these instrument approach fixes becomes more important because airplanes may be conducting instrument approaches to ANY RUNWAY while you are in the traffic pattern.

___________________________________________________________

“Bay Bridge Traffic, Cessna 1234, AZLOM, inbound, GPS Runway 29.” 

Hearing that, you know Cessna 1234 is 5 NM east of Bay Bridge and will be at the threshold in 3 minutes 20 seconds at normal approach speeds.  If you are in the pattern, you then know where to look to avoid the conflict.

___________________________________________________________

“Bay Bridge Traffic, Cessna 1234, 5 miles east, Straight-In Runway 29.” 

This radio call would be more understandable to the VFR pilot in the pattern, and is also used.
